10th Grade English/Language Arts 

	Project


	Assignments
	Class Goals


	Standards

	Semester 1: Literature

Novel #1;

Once and Future King 

(Or alternate depending on reading level.)

Students who read this novel and who are below average readers in comprehension and/or speed at the 10th grade level, especially if this is determined by an i.e.p. may use it as a series of books and read it as the project for 1st semester.

Pg. 2 Engl. Cr.

Pg. 3 Eng. Cr.

Semester 2: Literature

Novel 2

Education of Little Tree

Writing:

Project:

Shakespeare’s play Hamlet

Optional Project

Vocabulary

Writing
	Journal: One page each week unless formal essay assigned.

Topics: 

Summaries of sections.

Importance of one event to the story.

Become a character; relate events in the story from that character’s point of view.

Class and Group discussions, projects, essays. 

Use group and class discussions, project presentations, (journal entries) and essays to explore the geography, politics, culture, and events during that time period and how they were reflected in and influenced plot and theme.

Use group and class discussions, project presentations, (journal entries) and/or essays to compare politics, culture and events during the

Period the events in the book occurred with events and issues of more recent times and of the present. Also explore cause and effect.

Quiz’s and tests.

   Includes closed ended questions for comprehension and reading check, most are open-ended question requiring short essay answer.

The student will write closed and open questions on the reading.  They may be required to submit just the questions or both 

questions and answers.

Their questions may be used in games or quizzes.

Take home work sheets or questions to help to keep focused when doing home reading assignments. 

Group or independent project. (Examples are posters or dramatic presentations.)

May be from the book or from some other source:

Sections of other literature (Arthurian legends – Early English literature like Beowulf.)

These projects will include a time line and an exercise in the geographical setting of these events. 

Essays:  Two essays on topics from the unit.  1st and final copies, peer edited.  Two to three 

typed pages. 

Reading assignments will usually be homework.

Use chapter quizzes with closed ended questions for reading check.

May include one open ended question.

Topics for discussion: characterization, theme, and plot, events in the historical context of the 1930’s, point of view, cultural attitudes as they are expressed in the book will be dealt with in teacher led Class discussions and student led group discussions with reports to the class on discussion questions.  These discussions will build on the topics and discussion complexity of first semester.

Selected sections of this novel will be used to teach figurative language including but not limited to personification, alliteration, metaphor, and simile.  

The students will be encouraged to make analogies from their own lives that coincide with the descriptive  images in the novel.  

Journal:  In class time periods 1 page reflection journal each day.  A reflection on the class or group discussion or descriptive language used to describe a scene in their own lives that in some way relates to the descriptive language of the book.

The students will go on one to two photo shoots at Mission Dam and/or McDonald Lake.  They will use their photographs as writing prompts for a descriptive prose piece or poem.  These will then be turned into posters with the photograph as background for the poem or prose piece.

We will read this play out loud, round table and act out selections throughout the play.  The selections will be assigned at the beginning of the reading and performed as the class reaches that section. Time in class will be given for practice and preparation.  Extra points for background, props, and costumes. 

These dramatized sections will be videotaped.  If time, the students will receive a CD of their performances.

Use of pictures and vocabulary games to increase the understanding of the play and to build the students’ reading vocabularies.

Vocabulary picture drills and quizzes.

Journal:   Reflection journals on character reactions, and interactions, points of view, and quoted selections.

Essay:  From one of the Hamlet discussion issues. Will be used as a final essay writing evaluation and may be included in the 2nd semester test.

 
	The student will:

Demonstrate she/he has read and understood the selection. 

Place events in time sequence.

Recognize plot.

Relate parts to the whole idea in comprehension.

Use the terms 1st, 2nd, and 3rd person accurately.

Recognize theme and apply the term correctly.

Discuss elements of characterization.

Identify and explain the importance of characters and events in the story to plot, setting, and theme.

Understand the difference between concrete and abstract elements in literature. Identify literary devices and elements and not be confused by them.

Understand how the author uses literary devices and elements in point of view and in setting tone and to develop characterization, setting, plot and theme. 

Express answers clearly in complete sentences properly constructed and punctuated.

Use proper essay answer form when answering questions that require an explanation answer: include a general statement and specific proof from the book.

Write comprehensive questions.

Use the questions and answers to demonstrate comprehension.

Demonstrate a comprehension of how the book and the events related in it fit with the events in the world during that time.

Demonstrate a comprehension of the author’s point of view and intent compare and contrast it to other students, authors, and the students own.

 Compare elements in the book and events in that time period with those in more recent time periods and in the present.

Demonstrate the understanding that ideas and events in one time period influence future ideas and events including those in the present.

Relate events, ideas, and attitudes in the book to those in the student’s personal experiences.

Demonstrate comprehension of difficult sections.

Demonstrate comprehension of a section missed due to absence or other problems that kept the student from participating in a class activity or completing an assignment.


	Literature Content

Standard 1

Benchmark 3, 6

Lit Cont. Standard 1

Benchmark 2,5, 6.

Lit. Cont.

Standard 2

Benchmark 1,3,4

Lit. Cont. 

Standard 1

Benchmark 1

Lit. Cont.

Standard 5

Benchmark 3

Lit. Cont. Standard 5

Benchmark1, 3,4.

Lit. Cont. Standard 1

Benchmark 1,2,5,6.

Standard 1

Benchmark 4

Standard 5

Benchmarks 1, 2,3,4.

Lit. Cont.

Standard 5

Benchmark 2 

Lit. Cont. 

Standard1

Benchmark 5

Lit. Cont.

Standard 4

Benchmark 3



	Grammar: 

Taught in mini-lessons at the beginning of class periods throughout the year, the unit is geared to support speaking, oral reading, writing, and vocabulary.

Standard is defined as correct to facilitate clarity in 

communication in speaking, reading, and writing.


	Identify the 8 parts of speech. 

Review and reinforce the teaching of standard usage as each part of speech is introduced and reviewed.

by modeling and having students write sentences; By reviewing and using examples in their writing to guide them to standard usage; by using games, and giving quizzes, especially sponge quizzes as review from a lesson taught in the preceding class, and tests.

Noun

Verb

Adverb

Adjective

Pronoun 

Conjunction

Preposition

Interjection

Identify parts of a sentence as they are used in standard grammar in writing.

Prepositional Phrase

Direct Object, 

Predicate adjective,

Predicate nominative (noun).

Independent clause

Dependent clause

Paragraphing: 

Modeling, 

Quizzes

 write paragraphs with paragraph structure.

Writing journal entries and essays with appropriate paragraphing.

Transitions 

   Simple.

   Complex

– Using transitions at the beginning of paragraphs for structure, clarity, and cohesion.

Brainstorming:

  Listing

  Outlining

  Webbing or clustering

Peer Editing


	Each student will:

 Identify each part of speech correctly as it is used in a sentence.

Use standard English in his or her speech, in exercises, games, quizzes, tests, and writing.

Know why there is a standard, that no one in any group speaks standard English, and that it is an ideal to facilitate communication, not a standard by which to judge the intelligence of others.

Identify common and proper nouns for punctuation.  

Use and spell more commonly singular, plural, and collective nouns.  

Use the proper standard pronunciation, spelling, and tense of commonly used irregular verbs.

Understand shift in tense and change tenses correctly in writing.

Use standard subject/verb agreement.

Spell commonly used adjectives and adverbs correctly. 

 Use adjectives and adverbs correctly in the sentence to avoid misplaced modifiers.

Use adjectives and adverbs of degree correctly

(more, most). 

Will use standard adjectives and adverbs correctly with no confusion (good, well).

Use adjectives and adverbs for clarity in noncreative writing and selectively and originally to enhance creative writing.

Use correctly to avoid double negatives.

Use and spell singular and plural pronouns correctly.

Use pronouns with clarity in pronoun/ antecedent agreement.  

Identify differences between the use of coordinate conjunctions and subordinate conjunctions. 

Use conjunctions correctly.

Use a variety of conjunctions.

Punctuate sentences using conjunctions correctly (Items in a series, dependent/independent clauses.)

Identify the structure of a prepositional phrase.

Identify preposition al phrases in sentences.

Use prepositional phrases effectively in writing.

Use prepositional phrases correctly and not as misplaced modifiers.

Punctuate prepositional phrases and series of prepositional phrases effectively in sentences.

Identify as an interrupter.

Punctuate correctly and punctuate as an interrupter.

Use effectively and don’t over use in writing.

(See preposition in parts of speech section, above.)

Use with correct standard noun and pronoun forms and tenses.

Use with correct verbs.

Identify dependent and independent clauses.

Write compound sentences and complex sentences using clause embedding.

Space for or indent paragraphs and change to new paragraphs with change of time, place, subject, and with each speaker, especially in dialogue.

Write paragraphs that have topic sentence

 and sentences with primary and secondary

 supporting details. And, when needed,

 concluding sentences.

Know and use simple transitions

 (first, second, then…) to begin

 sentences and paragraphs.

Write and use complex transitional

 sentences in paragraphs and for

 cohesion in persuasive, expository,

 and creative writing.

Use each form of brainstorming to

 generate and classify, order and

 evaluate ideas for discussions,

 writing, and projects.

Read and listen to other students 

read their writings, evaluate

 constructively and accurately

 for content and clarity.

Observe content and clarity errors in their own work and correct them.

Recognize errors in conventions and constructively help peers to 

recognize and correct them.

Observe convention errors in their own work and correct them.

Read and 
	Writing Content

Standard 1

Benchmark 4



	Novel #2

Phantom of the Opera
	Journal: One page each week unless formal essay assigned.

Topics: 

Summaries of sections.

Importance of one event to the story.

Become a character; relate events in the story from that character’s point of view.

Teacher or student led  small group discussions, projects, and essays. 

Use group and class discussions, project presentations, (journal entries) and essays to explore the geography, politics, culture, and events during that time period and how they were reflected in and influenced plot and theme.

Use group and class discussions, project presentations, (journal entries) and/or essays to compare politics, culture and events during the

Period the events in the book occurred with events and issues of more recent times and of the present. Also explore cause and effect.

Essays:  One essay on topics from the unit.  1st and final copies, peer edited.  Two to three 

typed pages. 

Quiz’s and tests

   Includes closed ended questions for comprehension and reading check, most are open ended question requiring short essay answer

The student will write closed and open questions on the reading.  They may be required to submit just the question or both 

question and answer.

Their questions may be used in group discussions, quizzes and tests.

Work sheet on chapters to use as guides for group discussions.

Comparison and contrast of plot, theme and characterization with Once and Future King (Or alternative novel.)

Research on short stories and poetry, individual projects and presentations include compare and contrast culture, history, philosophy as presented in these independent choices with those in the two assigned books.

Take home work sheets or questions to help to keep focused when doing home reading assignments. 

Group or independent project. (Examples are posters or dramatic presentations.)


	
	


