LIBRARY SCIENCE

Mary Ann Erickson

Course Overview:  

     This course is designed to introduce and instruct the students in the use of a wide variety of resources available within the library walls of St. Ignatius School/Community Library.  Students will become knowledgeable about basic research  tools, print and nonprint, services provided by the library and the responsibility of access and usage. 

      A hands-on approach with emphasis on library technology is used.  Due to the amount of information readily available it is critical that students transfer traditional search strategies and techniques to current and evolving information technologies and distinguish the strengths and weaknesses of various technologies in researching specific topics.   

Topics:

Basic Reference

  Print/nonprint

  Basic vocabulary

  Career titles 

Electronic Databases

  SIRS  

  Discoverer

  InfoTrac

  WorldBook Online

   Novelist

Internet

  Basic vocabulary

  Basic search tips

  Search engines for various purposes

Content Competencies:
Standard #1:  Students understand an inquiry process including how to access, evaluate and use information.

· define the task or information problem and identify the information needed to complete the task.
· determine the range of possible sources and evaluate the different sources to determine the best ones to use.
· locate sources and find the necessary information within
· read, hear, view, touch the information in a source and extract the relevant pieces. Critical evaluation of information in any form can only be done properly once the student has a knowledge base in the topic of interest.  This is still best obtained through the traditional print references.  Until the student knows something about the topic it is difficult for them to evaluate whether online information is credible or valid.  
· organize the information from the source or sources and present.
· judge the product for effectiveness and efficiency
· electronic card catalog, electronic databases onsite as well as well as at other sites

· identify and locate the various technologies available in the library, including the transfer traditional search strategies and techniques to current and evolving information technologies, such as the use of indexes, keywords, and subheadings

· determine which technology is appropriate for their needs and abilities

· evaluate electronic information for accuracy and reliability

· identify broad and narrow terms for topics

· use effective search strategies for electronic sources such as Boolean, keyword, subject heading searches, etc.

Standard #2:  Students demonstrate an understanding of ethical, legal, and social responsibility in accessing, evaluating and using information, materials and technology.

· use terminology related to responsible use of materials created by others

· demonstrate when and how sources are cited

· locate and define copyright

· define and avoid plagiarism

· credit sources of information using bibliographic citations
Standard #3:  Students seek a variety of materials for independent learning and personal enjoyment, including the appreciation of literature and other creative expressions.

· read and identify various literary genres and authors

· recognize and appreciate reading as a lifelong pleasurable activity

· recognize nonfiction as a source of information for classroom assignments

· use various reference/electronic sources

· distinguish between primary and secondary sources

· evaluate information for accuracy, bias, currency, perspective and relevance

Standard #4:  Students distinguish among, evaluate and appropriately use current and emerging media and technologies in the inquiry process.

· identify and locate the various technologies available within the library
· transfer traditional search strategies and techniques to current and evolving information technologies
· distinguish the strengths and weaknesses of various technologies in researching specific  topics.
· evaluate the effectiveness of a medium as it conveys a message
· determine the best available format for an informational need
· evaluate the reliability of the information
HB 528 Native American Studies:  :  Students are provided access both electronically and in print form to materials covering a wealth of information dealing with the study of Native Americans.  We also have ready access to the Darcy McNickle library at the Salish Kootenai College which as all of the materials produced by the local culture committees in our area.  We are an access site for the SKC library so materials are available with next day service and sometimes same day service.  Students are introduced to the Library of Congress' American Memories Collection, this is a wealth of information provided by pictures, primary documents and historical research.

School to Work objectives:  :  Students are exposed and encouraged to use the career planning and schooling sources be them print or electronic.  At present we have access to a database called MCIS which assists students in locating information about thousands of occupations and the job outlook of each.  Print titles include Occupational Outlook Handbook, Job Seekers Handbook, and many other such titles. 

Technology Integration:  :  This is a hands-on class using the most recent technology available in the library.  The majority of the class instruction is the use of computers and the various databases and information delivery systems.  

Meeting Diverse Student Needs:  :  Students with diverse needs, unique abilities and/or disabilities will have opportunities to explore and succeed at a developmentally appropriate rate. 

