 World History
Prerequisites: Sophomores

Course Overview:

This course covers the history of mankind from the dawn of time to the present with special emphasis on the Middle East and the world religions. We begin with Mesopotamia, the birthplace of civilization and study the different successive civilizations starting with the Sumerians, Akkadians, Amorites, Hittites, Assyrians, and ending with the Chaldeans (Neo-Babylonians), Persians and the Macedonians. The students, in small groups, research the different civilizations utilizing computers, the internet, electronic encyclopedias and of course books to report back to the class in oral presentations utilizing the overhead, Power point, and computers followed by tests on each.

After Mesopotamia, we move our studies to Africa, where we take and in-depth look at the ancient Egyptians, their religion, culture and the impact they had on the modern world.

After Egypt, we do an in-depth study on the three great monotheisms that came out of the Middle East, their respective relationships to each other and the impact they have had on the world. In the course of this study, we look at the ancient Hebrews and the evolutional the Judeo/Christian ethic and the impact on the criminal Justine system of the western world. We follow the study of Islam from its inception through the successive Muslim Empires (Arabic, Seljuk, Turk and Ottoman) and end the study with the Arab/Israeli conflict and the implications for the Western World (Sept. 11 attacks, oil embargos and terrorism.

We then turn our studies to the Indian subcontinent, where we begin with the Indus Valley Civilization, the invading Aryans who conquered them and the great world religions that evolved out of their basic scriptures the Vedas and Upanishads. We do an in-depth study of Hinduism and Buddhism, including the impact that these religions had on the world. We conclude the study of India with a look at Gandhi and how he brought about independence from Great Britain through the use of non-violent protest, the separation of Pakistan and the conflict in that region today.

The ancient Greek and Minoan civilizations are the next stop on our list where we learn about the Greek gods and myths and how we see constant reference in modern advertising.

We follow the Greeks with the Roman Empire, the similarities in myths and the impact that Rome had on Christianity and the world.

Finally, we conclude the class with reports on the different countries of the world with special emphasis on the native cultures of the Western Hemisphere, the Renaissance and the Napoleonic Wars.

Content Competencies:

Standard #1 Students access, synthesize and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations. Students are encouraged to discuss and debates are held on topics from history and region of study as well as reports to be given to the other class members.

Standard #2 Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. In each unit of study the students do an in-depth study of how the government of a civilization evolved or was conquered and the impact on the governed.

Standard #3 Students apply geographic knowledge and skills. Students use maps, charts and graphs in presentations and worksheets.

Standard #4 Students demonstrate an understanding of the effect of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships. By taking a region and following its development from the first civilization to the present students gain an understanding which they then demonstrate in the reports at the end of the year.

Standard #5 Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange and consumption. Students learn how economics has played the major role in history and how scarcity has caused struggles throughout the world and throughout time.

Standard #6 Students understand and demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity of societies. Throughout the course, cultural diversity is examined along with the impact of human interaction from wars to peace movements to the sharing of ideas in the betterment of mankind.
School to work objective: Students learn about different occupations from throughout the world. 

Technology integration: Students use the computer and the internet to research topics for oral presentations to the class as well as using computers, overheads, and Power Point and slide tape presentations to the class.

House Bill 528

Native American culture and tradition is studied as part of history of the Western Hemisphere and the countries that comprise it, with an emphasis on the pre Columbian time frame as well as the present.

Resources:

Textbook

Lectures

Internet

Guest Speakers

Computers

Assessments:

Tests, reports, daily quizzes, work sheets and special projects.

Meeting diverse student needs:

Students with diverse needs- those with unique abilities/ and or disabilities will have differentiated opportunities to achieve competencies and standards at rates in a manner consistent with their needs.

United States History

Prerequisites: Juniors

Course Overview:

This course covers the history of the Western Hemisphere from ancient civilizations to the present with special emphasis on Native American culture.

We begin our study with theories of migration and settlement, followed by European exploration and the impact on the Native cultures. We then turn to the colonization of the Western Hemisphere by Europe with special emphasis on the English settlement of North America and the original thirteen colonies. We cover the American Revolution and the causes leading up to it and the period under the Article of Confederation and the weakness that lead to the creation of the United States Constitution.

We study the Constitution and the struggle between the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists (Democratic Republicans) for control of the government. In this period, we study the Marshall Court and the implications of those decisions.

We then study Jeffersonian democracy, the Lewis and Clark expedition and its impact followed by the War of 1812 and Jacksonian Democracy. We then turn to the war with Mexico, westward expansion and the gold rush.

The Civil War and its causes and implications are next on our list followed by the corruption in government of the Grant administration with the Progressive Era as an attempt to correct that corruption and restore the government to the hands of the people.

We then study Teddy Roosevelt and the Spanish American War, which propelled the United States into world power, followed by World War I and the subsequent isolationism that led to WWII. In between, we study the stock market crash and The Great Depression. We then study the Korean War, Vietnam and the political and social aspects of American life brings us up to Desert Storm and finally to the present. Throughout the year, we continue a study of Native American history and culture, through reports, films and guest speakers.

Content Competencies:

Standard #1 Students access, synthesize and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations. Students are encouraged to discuss and debates are held on topics from history and region of study as well as reports to be given to the other class members.

Standard #2 Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. In each unit of study the students do an in-depth study of how the government of a civilization evolved or was conquered and the impact on the governed.

Standard #3 Students apply geographic knowledge and skills. Students use maps, charts and graphs in presentations and worksheets.

Standard #4 Students demonstrate an understanding of the effect of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships. By taking a region and following its development from the first civilization to the present students gain an understanding which they then demonstrate in the reports at the end of the year.

Standard #5 Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange and consumption. Students learn how economics has played the major role in history and how scarcity has caused struggles throughout the world and throughout time.

Standard #6 Students understand and demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity of societies. Throughout the course, cultural diversity is examined along with the impact of human interaction from wars to peace movements to the sharing of ideas in the betterment of mankind.

School to work objective: Students learn about different occupations from throughout the world. 

Technology integration: Students use the computer and the internet to research topics for oral presentations to the class as well as using computers, overheads, and Power Point and slide tape presentations to the class.

House Bill 528

Native American culture and tradition is studied as part of history of the Western Hemisphere and the countries that comprise it, with an emphasis on the pre Columbian time frame as well as the present.

Resources:

Textbook

Lectures

Internet

Guest Speakers

Computers

Assessments:

Tests, reports, daily quizzes, work sheets and special projects.

Meeting diverse student needs:

Students with diverse needs- those with unique abilities/ and or disabilities will have differentiated opportunities to achieve competencies and standards at rates in a manner consistent with their needs.

Government
Prerequisites: Senior

Course Overview:

This course covers the history and the development of the state, culmination in an in-depth study of the United States government, its make up and political process.

We begin with our study with a look at how the state evolved and the different types of governments from history and throughout the world today, paying special attention to the socio-economic systems and contrasting communism, socialism, and capitalism. We end this unit with a study of the make up of democracy and republican forms of government.

We then do an in-depth study of the Constitution, the amendments and the court cases stemming from them along with their historical significance.

The students conduct scientific polls as a part of a process of gathering public opinion in a hands on assignment, followed by each student selecting a state to represent for the rest of the year.

The students then write bills from researched topics that they debate as members of congress in a mock legislature, passing bills from one house to the other and getting signed by the president chosen in a mock election.

We start the elections with a primary in each state that the students write abut in a newspaper article for their state, followed by debated between the candidates and a national convention for each party. After the parties have made their nominations the candidates square off to run against each other in the general election that is reported on in another newspaper article.

The students, as the Supreme Curt, get to hear legal briefs and arguments on selected bills they have written to determine their constitutionality in the decision they render.

Tribal rights and sovereignty are addressed with guest speakers.

 Content Competencies:

Standard #1 Students access, synthesize and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations. Students are encouraged to discuss and debates are held on topics from history and region of study as well as reports to be given to the other class members.

Standard #2 Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. In each unit of study the students do an in-depth study of how the government of a civilization evolved or was conquered and the impact on the governed.

Standard #3 Students apply geographic knowledge and skills. Students use maps, charts and graphs in presentations and worksheets.

Standard #4 Students demonstrate an understanding of the effect of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships. By taking a region and following its development from the first civilization to the present students gain an understanding which they then demonstrate in the reports at the end of the year.

Standard #5 Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange and consumption. Students learn how economics has played the major role in history and how scarcity has caused struggles throughout the world and throughout time.

Standard #6 Students understand and demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity of societies. Throughout the course, cultural diversity is examined along with the impact of human interaction from wars to peace movements to the sharing of ideas in the betterment of mankind.

School to work objective: Students learn about different occupations from throughout the world. 

Technology integration: Students use the computer and the internet to research topics for oral presentations to the class as well as using computers, overheads, and Power Point and slide tape presentations to the class.

House Bill 528

Native American culture and tradition is studied as part of history of the country with special emphasis on tribal sovereignty.
Resources:

Textbook

Lectures

Internet

Guest Speakers

Computers

Assessments:

Tests, reports, daily quizzes, work sheets and special projects.

Meeting diverse student needs:

Students with diverse needs- those with unique abilities/ and or disabilities will have differentiated opportunities to achieve competencies and standards at rates in a manner consistent with their needs.

