Beginning Band

Grade 5

Unit of Credit

Quarter

Prerequisites:

Rental or purchase of a band instrument

Course Overview 

Beginning/5th grade band is designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of playing a wind or percussion instrument.  Students learn to assemble, care for and clean their instrument.  Students study notation and learn how to play their instruments while reading musical notation.  As students become more proficient in reading music they have the opportunity to learn music from a variety of time periods with gradually increasing degrees of difficulty.


By the end of their first year in band, students should be able to play a single line of music alone or with classmates with ease, based on notes known and rhythms studied in the class.  Students should also be able to perform simple multi-part music.  

Objectives


Students will be able to read music and play band instruments. Students will be able to perform in a group setting and alone.  Students will learn to budget time for at home practice.

Content Competencies:
Standard #1:  Students will sing alone and with others a varied repertoire of music.


Competency 1: Students will sing note names to reinforce pitch and rhythm.

Standard #2:  Students will perform, on instruments, alone and with others, a 

varied repertoire of music.


Competency 1: Students will demonstrate the correct assembly, care and maintenance of an instrument.


Competency 2: Students will demonstrate appropriate playing position and posture for optimal breath support and tone production, demonstrate proper embouchure and hand position, proper articulation and distinguish between appropriate and inappropriate sound.  


Competency 3: students will demonstrate the correct fingering and alternate fingerings, or stick/mallet technique for producing an age appropriate range of notes on their instruments.  


Competency 4: Students will demonstrate age appropriate practice habits.  


Competency 5: Students will play in an expressive manner, utilizing varied instrumental literature with appropriate tempo, dynamics and articulations.  

Standard #3:  Students will improvise melodies, variations and accompaniment.  


Competency 1:  Students will experiment with basic age appropriate improvisational technique.  

Standard #4: students will compose and arrange music within specific guidelines.  


Competency 1:  Students explore arranging and composition within classroom structure.

Standard #5:  Students will read and notate music.  


Competency 1: Students will learn to maintain a steady pulse.  


Competency 2:  Students will demonstrate the use of simple meter such as 2/4,3/4, and 4/4.


Competency 3: Students will identify basic note values and simple rhythmic patterns on a music staff, such as whole, half, quarter, and eighth notes and corresponding rests.  


 Competency 4: students will understand basic music terminology including tempos and dynamics.  

Competency 5: Students will identify and utilize clef note names, note placement on staff, sharps, flats and key signatures. 


Competency 6: Students will differentiate between high and low, steps and skips, and play basic melodic intervals and the concert Bb major scale.

Standard #6: Students will listen to, analyze and describe music.


Competency 1: Students will distinguish instruments within a recording.


Competency 2: Students will develop an appreciation of a variety of musical styles by listening to recordings.


Competency 3: Students will be able to identify simple musical forms such as Theme and Variations, AB, ABA, and Rondo.

Standard #7: Students will evaluate music and music performances.


Competency 1: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the need to watch the conductor in order to follow musical cues. 


Competency 2: Students will develop self-control and self-responsibility during rehearsal and performances.  

Standard #8: Students will understand the relationship between music, the other arts and discipline outside the arts. 


Competency 1:  Students will identify by genre, music from various historical periods and cultures.  


Competency 2:  Student will participate in interdisciplinary units.

Standard #9:  Students will understand music in relation to history and culture.  


Competency 1: Students will understand common elements between art forms through comparisons.  


Competency 2: Students will identify and describe the role of musicians in various cultures.  

School to Work Objectives:


Students become aware of basic career choices in music.
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Native American rhythms and instruments are discussed in class.

Resources:


Essential Elements 2000


Various sheet music

Recording

Assessments: 


Practice sheets


Playing sheets


Rehearsal readiness


Performances

Meeting Diverse Student Needs:


Students with diverse needs will have opportunities in class based on their unique abilities and/or disabilities.  Extra help, before/after school or during lunch, will help students achieve competencies in a manner appropriate to their needs.  

2nd Year/6th Grade Band

6th Grade

Unit of Credit:

Semester

Prerequisites:

5th grade band, skill appropriate instrument proficiency or consent of instructor.

Course overview:
Sixth grade band is designed to reinforce the fundamentals of playing wind and percussion instruments, thus providing a solid foundation for continued musical growth.  This is accomplished through the use of a text and sheet music, which reinforces textual instruction.  Assessments include playing tests, daily instruction practice slips and concert participation.

Objectives


Students will be able to read music and play band instruments, with a greater degree of confidence. Students will be able to perform in a group setting or alone.  Students will learn to budget more time for at home practice. Students will develop an internal sense of time and will start to understand intonation.

Content Competencies:

Standard #1: Students will sing alone and with others a varied repertoire of music.


Competency 1:  Students will sing note names to reinforce pitch and rhythm.

Standard #2:  Students will perform on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


Competency 1: Students will demonstrate the correct assembly, care and maintenance of an instrument.


Competency 2: Students will demonstrate appropriate playing position/posture and can distinguish between appropriate and inappropriate sounds. 


Competency 3: Students will demonstrate proper embouchure.  


Competency 4: Students will demonstrate correct fingerings or stick/mallet technique. 


Competency 5: Students demonstrate age-appropriate practice habits.  


Competency 6: Students will play in an expressive manner with varied literature, paying attention to balance and blend, tempo, dynamics, and articulations.

Standards #3:  Students will improvise melodies, variations and accompaniment.  


Competency 1: Students will experiment with age appropriate improvisation techniques.  

Standards #4:  Students will compose and arrange music with in specific guidelines.  


Competency1:  Students are encouraged to arrange and compose original music.  

Standard #5: Students will read and notate music.  


Competency 1: Students will maintain steady beat, incorporating simple and compound rhythms.  


Competency 2:  Students will demonstrate knowledge of note value in simple rhythmic patterns using sixteenth through whole notes and corresponding rests.


Competency 3: Students will understand basic music terminology.  

Competency 4: Students will identify note names and placement, accidentals and key signatures.  


Competency 5: Students will differentiate between high and low, steps and skips, play basic melodic intervals and the concert Bb scale.  

Standard # 6: Students will listen to, analyze and describe music.  


Competency 1: Students will identify instruments within an ensemble (balance and blend) and identify melody and accompaniment.    


Competency 2: Students will develop an appreciation of a variety of music styles through listening exercises.  


Competency 3: Students will recognize simple melodic form such as Theme and Variation, AB, ABA, and Rondo.  

Standard # 7: Students will evaluate music and musical performances.  


Competency 1: Students will demonstrate the ability to watch music and conductor and follow cues, adjust volume, change tempos and recognize beat patterns.  

Competency 2: Students will develop a sense of self-responsibility, camaraderie within the group and self-control during rehearsals and performances.  

Standard # 8: Students will understand relationship between music, the other arts and disciplines outside the arts.  

Competency 1: Students will understand through comparison of common elements in the arts.  


Competency 2:  Students will participate in interdisciplinary learning. 

Standard # 9: Students will understand music in relation to history and culture.  


Competency 1: Students will identify by genre or style, music from various periods or cultures.  


Competency 2: Students will describe musician’s roles in various cultures. 

School to Work Objectives:

Students will become aware of basic career choices in music.  


Students work to perfect technique in order to pursue musical careers through high school, college and outside academic settings.
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Native American rhythms and instruments are incorporated into sheet music rehearsed and performed by students.

Resources:


Essential Elements 2000


Recordings


Instructor designed lessons

Assessments:


Daily class work


Practice slips

Playing tests

Rehearsal Readiness


Performances

Meeting Diverse Student needs:


Students with diverse needs will have differentiated opportunities to achieve competencies and standards and at rates and in manner consistent with their needs.

Middle School Band

Grades 7 & 8

Units of Credits:
Semester, elective

Prerequisites:

5th and 6th grade band, skill appropriate instrument proficiency or consent of instructor.

Course Overview:


Middle School Band is designed to reinforce and develop student’s skills on band instruments.  This is accomplished by using sheet music of varying degrees of difficulty and performing for audiences.

Objectives


Students will be able to read music and play band instruments, with a greater degree of confidence. Students will be able to perform in a group setting or alone.  Students will learn to budget more time for at home practice. Students will develop an internal sense of time and will start to understand intonation.

Content Competencies:

Standard #1: Students will sing alone and with others a varied repertoire of music


Competency 1: Students can sing note names to reinforce pitch and rhythm.

Standard #2: Students will perform on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


Competency 1: Students will demonstrate the correct assembly, care and maintenance of their instrument.  


Competency 2: Students will continue to demonstrate correct posture and playing position and can distinguish between appropriate and inappropriate sounds.


Competency 3: Students will continue to demonstrate correct embouchure.  


Competency 4: Students will continue to use correct fingerings/alternate fingerings or stick/mallet technique.


Competency 5: Students will continue to demonstrate age appropriate practice habits.


Competency 6: Students will play expressively, listening for balance and blend, tempo, dynamics and articulation.

Standard #3: Students will improvise melodies, variations and accompaniment. 


Competency 1: Students will demonstrate age appropriate improvisational techniques.

Standard #4: Students will compose and arrange music within specific guidelines.


Competency 1: Students will be encouraged to explore arranging and composition techniques.  

Standard #5: Students will read and notate music.

Competency 1: Students will maintain a steady beat with simple and compound meters.

Competency 2: Students will learn to play syncopated rhythms.

Competency 3: Students will increase their understanding of basic music terminology.

Competency 4: Students will identify treble and bass clef notes, accidentals and key signatures. Students will be introduced to transpositional relationships between instruments. 

Standard #6: Students will listen to, analyze and describe music.

Competency 1: Students will identify meter, mood, style, tempo, and dynamics of music they perform.

Competency 2: Students will develop an appreciation of a variety of musical styles. 

Competency 3: Students will identify form and musical repetition.

Standard #7: Students will evaluate music and musical performances.


Competency 1: Students will identify criteria with which to critique performances, both of others and themselves.

Competency 2:  Students will develop greater self-responsibility and practice self-control during rehearsals.

Competency 3: Students will watch the conductor, more carefully, for cues, tempo changes, dynamics and other indicators of musicality.  

Competency 4: Students will develop a greater sense of respect for their instruments and other players.

Standard #8: Students will understand the relationship between music, the other arts and disciplines outside the arts.


Competency 1: Students will recognize common elements among various arts forms.  


Competency 2: Students will participate in interdisciplinary units.

Standard #9: Students will understand music in relation to history and culture.


Competency 1: Students will identify by genre or style, music from various periods and cultures.


Competency 2: Students will compare the role of music/musicians in several world cultures.

School to Work Objectives:


Students will become aware of basic career choices in music.

Students will become aware of perceptions of their role as performers.
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Students will be introduced to music performed by Native American musicians.

Students will perform music that incorporates Native American elements

Resources:


Instructor designed lessons


Sheet music


Recordings

Assessments:


Daily Work


Playing tests

Performances


Rehearsal Readiness

Meeting Diverse Student Needs:

Students with diverse need will have differentiated opportunities to achieve competencies and standards at rates and in a manner consistent with their needs.   




Middle School Jazz Band

Grades 7& 8

Units of credits:


Semester, elective

Prerequisites:


Middle school band participation or consent of instructor.

Course Overview:


Middle school jazz band is designed to reinforce and develop students’ skills on band instruments and introduce the style of jazz.  This is accomplished using jazz music of varying degrees of difficulty and performing for audiences.

Objectives


Students will be able to read music and play band instruments, with a greater degree of confidence. Students will be able to perform in a group setting or alone.  Students will learn to budget more time for at home practice. Students will develop an internal sense of time and will start to understand intonation.  Students will develop the ability to improvise.  Students will recognize different styles of jazz.

Content Competencies:

Standard #1: Students will sing alone and with others a varied repertoire of music.


Competency 1: Students can sing note names to reinforce pitch, rhythm, style, and articulations.

Standard #2: Students will perform on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


Competency 1: Students will demonstrate the correct assembly, care and maintenance of their instrument.


Competency 2: Students will demonstrate correct posture, playing position and can distinguish appropriate and inappropriate tone.


Competency 3: Students will continue to demonstrate correct embouchure.


Competency 4: Students will continue to use correct fingerings/alternate fingerings or stick/mallet technique.


Competency 5: Students will continue to demonstrate age appropriate practice habits.


Competency 6: Students will play expressively, listening for balance and blend, tempo, dynamics and articulation.

Standard #3: Students will improvise melodies, variations and accompaniment.


Competency 1: Students will demonstrate age appropriate improvisational techniques.


Competency 2: Students will learn to use chord changes and scales to create jazz solos.


Competency 3: Students will learn to listen to the rhythm section as a means to create melodic jazz solos.

Standard #4 Students will compose and arrange music within specific guidelines.


Competency 1: Students will be encouraged to explore arranging and compositional techniques.
Standard #5: Students will read and notate music.


Competency 1: Students will maintain a steady beat with simple and compound meters.


Competency 2: Students will play syncopated rhythms.


Competency 3: Students will increase their understanding of basic music terminology.


Competency 4: Students will learn to read chords as well as written notes.


Competency 5: Students will identify treble and bass clef notes, accidentals and key signatures.

Standard #6: Students will listen to, analyze and describe music.


Competency 1: Students will identify meter, mood, style and dynamics of music they perform.


Competency 2: Students will develop an appreciation for a variety of jazz styles.

Competency 3: Students will identify form and musical repetition.

Standard #7: Students will evaluate music and musical performances.


Competency 1: Students will identify criteria with which to critique performances, both of themselves and others


Competency 2: Students will develop greater self-responsibility and practice self-control during rehearsals.


Competency 3: Students will watch conductor or bandleader for cues and other indicators of musicality. 


Competency 4: Students will develop a greater sense of respect for their instruments and other players.

Standard #8: Students will understand the relationship between music, the other arts and disciplines outside the arts.


Competency 1: Students will recognize common elements among various art forms.


Competency 2: Students will participate in interdisciplinary units.

Standard #9: Students will understand music in relation to history and culture.


Competency 1: Students will identify by style, jazz music from various periods and cultures.


Competency 2: Students will compare the role of jazz musicians in world cultures.

School to Work Objectives:


Students will become aware of basic career choices in jazz.


Students will become aware of the public’s perception of their role as entertainer by performing concerts in various settings, both in and out of school.
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Students will be introduced to jazz performed by Native American musicians.


Students will be introduced to music that incorporates Native American elements.

Resources


Standards of Excellence Jazz series


Instructor designed lessons


Sheet music


Recordings

Assessments


Daily class work


Playing tests


Rehearsal readiness

Meeting Diverse Student Needs


Students with diverse needs will have differentiated opportunities to achieve competencies and standards at rates and in a manner consistent with their needs.

General Music

Grade 8

Units of Credit:


Quarter

Prerequisites:


None

Course overview:


Eighth grade general music incorporates the study World Music, theory and music appreciation.  This is done in a hands-on environment with students performing on world-instruments daily.  Students create original compositions as well as learn traditional performing techniques and patterns.  

Objectives:


Students will be able to read simple music notation.  Students will have a brief introduction to the piano/keyboard.  Students will have a brief introduction to world music and world percussion.

Content Competencies:

Standard #1: 


Competency 1: Students will demonstrate a basic understanding of musical technique.


Competency 2: Students will sing simple melodic and rhythmic lines.

Standard #2:

 
Competency 1: Students will perform on World Drums and other classroom instruments.

Standard #3:


Competency 1: Student will improvise style and age appropriate literature.

Standard #4: 


Competency 1: Students will be encouraged to explore arranging and compositional techniques.

Standard #5: 


Competency 1: Students will maintain a steady beat with simple, compound and mixed meters.  


Competency 2: Students will recognize basic notation.  


Competency 3: Students will demonstrate a basic understanding of notes and rhythms.


Competency 4: Students will learn basic musical terms and symbols.  

Standard #6: 


Competency 1: Students will identify stylistic characteristics of music.


Competency 2: Students will develop an appreciation for a variety of musical styles.


Competency 3: Students will identify different instrumental sounds in an ensemble.

Standard #7: 


Competency 1: Students will identify criteria that constitute a musical performance.  


Competency 2: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the value of participating in classroom music by being willing to participate, showing respect for the instrument, listening to music, and exhibiting proper classroom behavior. 

Standard #8: 


Competency 1: Students will be exposed to projects that identify music as a strand of the total concept of concept learning.

Standard #9:


Competency 1: Students will identify characteristics of various genres of World Music.  


Competency 2: Students will identify various genres of classical music.  


Competency 3: Students will develop and appreciation of the music various cultures.  

School to work Objectives:


Students will study musical career choices in depth.  


Students will become aware of the public’s perception of the role of entertainers. 


Students will develop self-discipline and responsibility, enhancing their ability to find appropriate employment.  
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Students will be introduced to music performed by Native American musicians.  


Students will be introduced to music that incorporates Native American elements

Resources


Instructor designed lessons


Recordings

Assessments


Daily class work


Playing tests/ Major Paper

Meeting Diverse Students Needs


Students with diverse needs will have differentiated opportunities to achieve competencies and standards at rates and in a manner consistent with their needs.  

