MIDDLE SCHOOL ART EDUCATION

GRADES 7-8

Unit of Credit:  One Quarter (elective)

Course Overview:  


Students will attend this course for one quarter.  During the quarter basic drawing skills and an introduction to the elements of art will be covered.  Students will also have the opportunity to work with a variety of media.  Students will learn to discuss the meaning and objectives of the work they complete.

Basic skills covered:  Using reading, listening, creativity, and craftsmanship the students will be expected to create works of art showing their understanding of the basic skills covered by the instructor.  The basic skills that the students will cover are drawing, shading, portrait drawing, pottery, wood burning, watercolor, acrylics (primary colors), sandblasting, scratchboards, oil pastels and colored pencils.  Students will have opportunities to create personal works with all the media covered during the quarter.

Elements covered:   Students with briefly cover Line, Value, Form, Shape, Perspective, and Color.  They will learn how to incorporate the elements into the various projects that will be assigned.  

Content Competencies

Standard #1:  Students create, perform/exhibit, and respond in the Arts

The students will have the opportunity to work with many different mediums to create works of their own.  Painting and drawing assignments will be focused more on drawing correct proportions and developing an understanding of shapes and the space around them.  Students will be asked to discuss with the class their ideas on certain projects.

Standard #2:  Students apply and describe the concepts, structures, and processes in the Arts.

Students will incorporate the elements of Art into their projects.  Using skills taught in different lessons the students will create a large mural with a 3 dimension theme.  They will work with a partner to develop a collaborative idea.  Students will create 3 dimensional forms during the pottery unit.    

Standard #3:  Students develop and refine arts skills and techniques to express ideas, pose and solve problems, and discover meaning.

Students will be able to express their ideas in a majority of the assignments covered during the quarter.  Their self-expression and creativity is a major part of the grade they receive.  Students can use the computer and internet to find examples of projects they would like to create.  Students will be asked to display examples of their likes and dislikes in a collage project.

Standard #4:  Students analyze characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others.

Students will be asked to discuss the meaning behind their art work, and form an opinion about other artists work.  They will be asked to describe the differences in style between two famous past artists.

Standard #5:  Students understand the role of the Arts in society, diverse cultures, and historical periods.

Learning about past artists and being able to compare their work to present day artists will give the students an understanding about how styles have changed throughout history.  Students will be asked to express their emotions through symbols and lines, and describe the intended meanings.  During the pottery unit students will be exposed to different styles used by southwest Native Americans.

Standard #6:  Students make connections among the Arts, other subject areas, life and work.

Career fields in Visual Arts will be discussed with the students during projects that relate to a certain career.  Student will be able to use the elements of art to draw depictions of Native American symbols.  Students will engage in discussions about the effect Art has on present day culture. 

Resources:

Teacher made lessons

Magazines

Assessments:

Student assessment will be based on time spent on projects, proper use of skills and understanding of the elements of Art.

