LANGUAGE ARTS

GRADES 7 and 8

Unit of Credit:  Two Years

Prerequisites:  6th Grade Language Arts (Year 1)



7th Grade Language Arts (Year 2)

Course Overview:   Using a variety of novels and other materials, students are exposed to several reading and writing strategies through the use of literature, student and teacher generated assignments, essay contests, hands-on materials, and group and individual  projects.

Topics:


Student chosen novel-(7th and 8th)



Story elements, including plot, setting, characters, point-of-view, and conflict. 



Organizing information using two-column notes.



Sharing information about books with others in group sharing day. (7th)



Write a book critique to share with others. (8th)


Daily Dictionary-(7/8)

Sentence structure (complex and compound sentences, appositives, and introductory clauses), Word usage (nouns, verbs, adjectives, articles, and adverbs), Dictionary skills, Punctuation, Proofreading and Editing self-writing and writing of others.  


Essay Writing/Personal Paper (7/8)

5-paragraph essay format.  Thesis statements, 3 supporting details, introduction and conclusion.  Sentence-level proofreading (reading backwards), Editing (using five types of questions to gather detail.)  Prewriting using several methods: webs, outlines, lists, “graffiti.”



-GEAR UP Essay, VFW Essay contests


Mythology (7/8)

Explore reasons for story-telling, research myths, summarize myths, create story book, evaluation of research sources (primary vs. secondary), orally present notes to classmates, use essay answers to complete tests and comprehension questions, create personal weather myth, listen to student and teacher-read myths


Poetry Unit (7)

Read poetry, compose poetry (rhyming, syllabic, and structural), use figurative language (similes and metaphors), onomatopoeia, alliteration, stanza, rhyme, rhythm, line, 


Spelling Bee (7/8)



Root words, parts of speech, definitions, sentences, homophones


Om-kas-toe (7)

Historical/local fiction, reading for comprehension, vocabulary retention skills, discover and evaluate themes (education, leadership, environment, family) of Native American literature, research and apply themes to self-chosen topic, partner writing, creative writing


Walk Two Moons (7)

Mapping skills, reading techniques (group, individual, whole class), multiple choice, essay, matching questions, vocabulary building skills, foreshadowing, predictions, 


My Brother Sam is Dead (7)



Historical fiction, debates, writing arguments using information from novel, public 
speaking, evaluating other student debates.

Mystery Stories (8)

Read and listen to stories by classic mystery writers, such as Poe and Ellery Queen.  Analyze how sound effects affect meaning and mood.

Discussion of mystery story elements and how they compare to the story elements learned in a previous unit.

Write a radio play in script form.  Use dialogue and include sound effects.  Summarize scenes, then expand them.

Record radio play with sound effects.


Letter Writing- (8)



-Discuss audience and purpose for writing business letters.



-Write to 3 companies using business letter format.



-Compare and contrast business letters to friendly letters



-Learn common postal abbreviations and all state abbreviations.


Of Mice and Men (8)-



-Use internet to research Steinbeck



-Use a response journal to respond to each chapter.  Read others’ journals and respond.

-Learn new vocabulary through the use of a dictionary and thesaurus.  Use context clues to determine meaning or missing word.

-Demonstrate comprehension through use of daily classroom discussions and written quizzes and tests.

-Students generate questions as they read.


Book Project/Report (7/8)



-Read a book of increasing length each quarter (7/8)

-Write a one-page rough draft summary to be proofread and edited by a peer.  Write a final draft (7)

-Choose 3-4 projects from a list of 70+ ideas.  Set goals two weeks into quarter.  Report progress mid-way through quarter.  Use rough and final drafts. (8)


Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (8)



Vocabulary building, exploration of civil rights, using various reading techniques (group, 
partner, teacher reading, individual), generate questions while reading, critique the book for 
others.

Shakespeare (8)



Exposure to Old English, iambic pentameter, discussion of Shakespeare’s stories in 
modern literature, acting in class and in front of audience

Reading Standards
Standard #1:  Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, and respond to what they read.  Students are given chances to show comprehension through essay writing, multiple choice, matching, short answer, class discussion, and group and individual projects.  Students make predictions and summarize pieces of literature.
Standard #2:  Students apply a range of skills and strategies to read.

Students analyze plot, character, setting, point-of-view, conflict and apply this terminology to all reading.  They determine grammatical structures and parts of speech through the use of daily proofreading.  Through the use of vocabulary activities and questioning techniques, students are exposed to several reading strategies.

Standard #3:  Students set goals, monitor, and evaluate their progress in reading.

Through the use of quarterly book projects/reports, students set mid-quarter reading goals.  They select their own books and present them in a manner of their choosing.

Standard #4:  Students select, read, and respond to print and nonprint material for a variety of purposes.  Students read a variety of books; some are required in order to participate in classwork, such as journaling or discussion groups.  When combined with the Social Studies class, students are exposed to maps, travel books, newspaper, and magazines in order to prepare for the tour of Montana.  Students read classic literature, as well as study contemporary authors.  They also read peer-created literature.

Standard #5:  Students gather, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information from a variety of sources and communicate their findings in ways appropriate for their purposes and audiences.  Students are encourages to form their own opinions about the literature they read.  They defend their opinions and the author’s point-of-view through the use of debates and book critiques.

Writing Standards

Standard #1:  Students write clearly and effectively.

Each unit has a writing component.  Students write for various audiences, such as their classmates, eacher, or other group.  Students are taught to organize papers through the use of introduction, body, and conclusion.  Each paragraph has one main idea with supporting details.  Through the use of teacher and peer-editing and daily proofreading exercises, students correct mistakes in usage and mechanics.
Standard #2:  Students apply a range of skills and strategies in the writing process.

Students use many prewriting strategies, such as listing, webbing, note taking, outlining, and drawing, to come up with writing topics.  Each paper must be written using at least two drafts.  These drafts are proofread and edited by peers, teachers, parents, or themselves at sentence and paragraph levels.  Final drafts are shared with classmates.
Standard #3:  Students evaluate and reflect on their growth as writers.

Students set mid-quarter goals for book projects.  While writing, students set mini-goals pertaining to what will be accomplished during each writing session.  Students share their works-in-progress with other students, as well as sharing final products.
Standard #4:  Students write for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Students write papers to be shared with their peers, with their teacher, with the public, and with a judging committee.  Some paper types used include:  narratives, short stories, radio plays, book critiques, letters, etc.
Standard #5:  Students recognize the structures of various forms and apply these characteristics to their own writing.

Students read teacher-generated poetry and essays and apply the forms learned to their own writing.
Standard #6:  Students use the inquiry process, problem-solving strategies, and resources to synthesize and communicate information.

Students generate questions to help them synthesize information they read.  The student uses print and non-print materials to find information.  Students are able to explain what they read through the use of essay tests and papers.

Literature Standards

Standard #1:  Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze, and respond to literary works.

Through the use of class discussions and teacher/student generated questions, students predict what will happen with a piece of literature.  Students are able to identify themes within a novel and write a research paper analyzing the themes.  Students compare and contrast novels to movies or other novels.  The student responds to a piece of literature through use of class discussions, personal journals, and projects.
Standard #2:  Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.

In teacher chosen and student chosen novels, students analyze story elements (plot, theme, character, setting, point-of-view).  Each novel’s vocabulary is discussed.  Through a poetry unit, students examine literary devices, such as dialogue, figurative language, etc.
Standard #3:  Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.

Students choose books to read outside of class for personal enjoyment.  Projects are done covering their personal reading books.  Students are also allowed to choose from a variety of teacher recommended books for use in class discussions.  Students learn to write a book critique, as well as other types of essays, to critique their chosen books.
Standard #4:  Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.

Students have opportunities to read classic as well as contemporary literature written by both men and women from several different cultures.  The student responds to the literature through the use of projects, debates, essay, and plays.
Standard #5:  Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the 

broader world of ideas, concepts, and issues.

Students apply ideas learned from novels to class projects.  These writings and projects ask the students to relate information learned from the novels to their everyday lives.
Curriculum Components
Key:  M=mentioned 
I=introduced in this grade

E=expanded in this grade

	Literature Components Taught
	Grade 7
	Grade 8

	Literature
	
	

	Plot
	I
	E

	Sequence
	E
	E

	Setting
	E
	E

	Problem/Conflict
	I
	E

	Climax
	I
	E

	Resolution
	I
	E

	Foreshadowing
	M
	I

	Character
	E
	E

	Antagonist/Protagonist
	I
	E

	Symbolism
	M
	M

	Point of View
	I
	E

	Free Verse
	I
	E

	Comedy/Tragedy
	
	I

	Dialect
	
	I

	Rhyme
	I
	E

	Rhythm
	I
	E

	Metaphor/Simile
	I
	E

	Alliteration
	I
	I

	Onomatopoeia
	I
	I

	Riddles/Jokes
	I
	I

	Genre
	
	

	Folktale
	I
	I

	Mythology (Greek and Cultural)
	I
	I

	Novel
	E
	E

	Poetry
	E
	E

	Drama
	
	I

	Biography/Autobiography
	I
	E

	Newspaper
	E
	E

	Essay
	E
	E

	Short Story
	E
	E

	Realistic Fiction
	E
	E

	Historical Fiction
	E
	E

	Journal/Diary
	E
	E

	Interview
	I
	I

	Response/Analysis
	
	

	Dramatization Response
	I
	E

	Written Response
	E
	E

	Debate/Discussion
	I
	E

	Oral Report
	I
	E

	Analysis
	
	

	Fiction/Non-fiction
	E
	E

	Predict Outcomes
	E
	E

	Main Idea
	E
	E

	Read for Enjoyment
	E
	E

	Author’s Purpose
	I
	E

	Vocabulary
	
	

	Sight Vocabulary
	E
	E

	Root Words
	I
	I

	Pronunciation
	I
	E

	Contextual Clues
	I
	E

	Thesaurus
	I
	E

	Multiple Meanings
	I
	E

	Antonym/Synonym
	I
	E

	
	
	

	Writing Components Taught
	
	

	Types
	
	

	Haiku
	I
	

	Cinquain
	I
	

	Sonnet
	I
	

	Couplets
	I
	

	Limerick
	I
	

	Free Verse
	I
	E

	Reports
	E
	E

	Journals/Diaries
	E
	E

	Newspaper Articles
	E
	E

	Biographies
	I
	E

	Summaries
	E
	E

	Imaginative
	E
	E

	Descriptive
	E
	E

	Narrative
	E
	E

	Persuasive
	I
	E

	Critical Reviews/Critiques
	
	I

	Essay Answers
	I
	E

	Dialogue
	
	I

	Plagiarism
	I
	I

	Friendly Letters
	
	I

	Business Letters
	
	I

	Envelopes
	
	I

	Development and Usage
	
	

	Details
	I
	E

	Telling/Showing Statements
	I
	E

	Sentence Variety
	I
	E

	Subject/Verb Agreement
	I
	I

	Verb Tenses
	I
	I

	Regular/Irregular Verbs
	I
	I

	Pronouns
	I
	E

	Nouns
	E
	E

	Verbs
	E
	E

	Adjectives
	E
	E

	Adverbs
	M
	M

	Prepositions
	M
	M

	Articles
	I
	I

	Conjunctions
	I
	E

	Organization
	
	

	Beginnings
	I
	E

	Topic Sentence
	I
	E

	Paragraph
	E
	E

	Order of Parts
	E
	E

	Endings
	E
	E

	Thesis
	I
	E

	Style/Diction
	
	

	Word Choice
	I
	I

	Voice
	I
	I

	Sentence Length
	I
	I

	Sentence Structure
	E
	E

	Punctuation
	
	

	Period
	E
	E

	Question Mark
	E
	E

	Exclamation Mark
	E
	E

	Apostrophe/Contraction
	E
	E

	Apostrophe/Possessive
	I
	E

	Comma/Series
	I
	E

	Comma/Dates-Places
	I
	E

	Quotation Marks
	M
	I

	Semi-colon
	I
	E

	Capitalization
	E
	E

	Abbreviations
	I
	E

	Plurals
	E
	E

	Spelling
	
	

	Rhyming
	I
	E

	Alphabetizing
	E
	E

	Decoding
	E
	E

	Encoding
	E
	E

	Homophones
	I
	I


